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Fluorescent antibody techniques, immunochemical methods and progress
in areas like gnotobiology and allergy have greatly expanded our knowledge
in the serology of bacteria, and serological tools are now often used for
classification and identification of bacteria. Thirteen specialists have con-
tributed to this most impressive volume that presents the latest informa-
tion in the field. A discussion of individual chapters cannot be possible;
suffice it to say that thoroughness in compilation of factual knowledge and
literature has been achieved. This makes it an indispensable part of a
serological or bacteriological library.
Particularly intriguing are those parts that present outlooks for further
development in serology with regard to taxonomy and diagnosis (e.g., the
analysis of Enterobacteriaceae antigens). Certain results still have to be
presented in an "isolated" fashion, i.e. without integrating principles. This
is inevitable, just as is the fact that the serological approach to bacterial
taxonomy occasionally leads to conclusions different from those arrived
at through biochemical and/or morphological research. It is also to be
hoped that a uniform nomenclature for the antigens will be established.
The authors have done an extremely valuable service to serology, bac-
teriology, and clinical science.
ALEXANDER VON GRAEVENITZ
EPIDEMIOLOGY OF MONGOLISM. By Abraham M. Lilienfeld. Assisted by
Charlotte H. Benesch. Baltimore, Md., The Johns Hopkins Press, 1969.
xiii, 145 pp. $7.00.
This short book of eight chapters represents a collation and critical review
of literature on factors relating to the occurrence of mongolism. In 75
tables the author presents data culled from a literature that spans more
than 30 years and represents several hundred separate studies in a way
that allows comparison of many different sets of results. A brief intro-
ductory chapter presents a summary of the clinical and chromosomal fea-
tures of mongolism. A final chapter suggests etiological hypotheses and new
directions for epidemiological research. The remainder of the book is
devoted to a critical discussion of the many relationships that may be drawn
between epidemiological factors associated with the occurrence of mongo-
lism and their possible causative roles.
In organizing the available epidemiological data about mongolism the
author summarizes and discusses the information available about maternal
age, recurrence rates, clustering in time and space, radiation, and other
factors. He reviews the data about the incidence of mongolism both in live
births and abortions, and points out that the more useful epidemiological
clues may rest with information about the latter. He devotes a chapter to
the association of mongolism with other diseases, such as leukemia and thy-
roid disease, and he discusses the epidemiological significance of mortality
characteristics of mongols.
The book is in no sense a clinical book. It contains only enough clinical
background to orient the reader unfamiliar with Down's syndrome, and
discusses clinical features only in an epidemiological framework.
The strength of this work lies in the fact that in it, the author brings
together data that are widely scattered throughout the literature, critically
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evaluates them, and relates them. He offers some new interpretations of
old information and suggests some new directions for research. Over 500
references are offered, divided into a list of specific references to work
cited in the text and a selected bibliography. The rigorous definitions of
epidemiological terms that are given will be helpful to readers unfamiliar
with their use.
A few weaknesses need brief mention. In Chapter One the Figures
depicting meiotic non-disjunction are unclear. They will not be needed by
those who understand that process and they will probably only confuse those
who do not. In Chapter Five, the recurrence risk to a mother carrying a
D/G translocation is stated as 1/3. Recent studies, reported by Hamerton
and others, indicate that the actual risk is lower than that, approximately
1/10.
This book will not be of great interest to clinicians dealing only with
the practical aspects of mongolism nor to students and house officers at-
tempting to learn about the many facets of mongolism. It will, however,
be very useful to researchers who are directing study into the causes of
mongolism or of other chromosomal abnormalities. Geneticists will appre-
ciate this collection of much of the data forming the basis for the figures
used in predicting the occurrence and recurrence of mongolism.
MARGRETTA R. SEASHORE
TRANSSEXUALISM AND SEX REASSIGNMENT. Edited by Richard Green and
John Money. Baltimore, The Johns Hopkins Press, 1969. xxii, 512 pp.
$15.00.
It is not generally known that before Christine Jorgensen had her (his)
sex reversal operation in Denmark he (she) came to New Haven to see if
it was possible to have an ovarian transplant done. In view of the publicity
that followed the operation after it was performed, it is perhaps just as
well that the surgical effort was made elsewhere. This type of medical
effort makes for sensational journalism, and there is an admitted exhibi-
tionist tendency in a number of individuals who have sought sex reversal
procedures.
Nonetheless, this is a very real psychiatric problem for a certain group
of patients. Dr. Harry Benjamin, who has written the introduction to this
book has pioneered in achieving recognition of transsexualism as an entity
quite apart from homosexuality. The major portion of "Transsexualism and
Sex Reassignment" concerns itself with the experiences of the recently
formed Gender Identity Clinic at the Johns Hopkins Hospital. For anyone
interested in the problems of transsexual behavior and its treatment, this
is certainly the most definitive work that has been published on the sub-
ject. The 34 contributors undoubtedly represent a group of the most knowl-
edgeable clinicians and psychiatrists doing research in this area. It does
great service in calling attention to the medical profession of a not rare
phenomenon-an individual whose somatic sex and psychologic sex are
opposite.
The book deals principally with the psychologic aspect of the disorder.
Because the psychiatrist and psychologist have found this problem to be
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